Phase II trials of 5-day vinblastine infusion (NSC 49842), L-alanosine (NSC 153353), acivicin (NSC 163501), and aminothiadiazole (NSC 4728) in patients with recurrent or metastatic renal cell carcinoma.
One hundred and forty-four evaluable patients with recurrent or metastatic renal cell carcinoma (RCC) were treated with vinblastine infusion (n = 35), L-alanosine (n = 36), acivicin (n = 27), or aminothiadiazole (n = 46). Observed objective response rates of 9%, 3%, 4%, and 2%, respectively indicate that noe of these agents has significant antineoplastic activity in recurrent or metastatic RCC. Multivariate analysis of survival data suggests that initial performance status, time from initial diagnosis to study entry, and the presence or absence of lung metastases are important prognostic factors for survival. After adjustment for these factors, treatment assignment was also seen to be of prognostic value. All four treatments were generally well tolerated. There were no reports of life-threatening or lethal toxicities; however, 37% of the patients experienced severe reactions to treatment, primarily myelosuppression, anemia, neuropathies, and mucositis.